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SUMMARY “(Cive suem suorary which highlights ‘the salient factors of narrative report, Begin nareative text on AF Form ‘Tl2a 
unless report can be fully stated on AF Form 112. List inclosures, including number of copies) 


I, SUMMARY: This report contains information about an Unidentified Flying 


Object (UFO) observation on 26 March 1959 Zulu. The observation was made by an 
F=-S9J pilot and radar observer during a "SCRAMSLE" from MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASS 
(4,731N=LLLLOW), MONTANA, A visual observation was made py the pilot for a veriod 
of approximately ten (10) minutes and also by the radar observer, gies ita inter 
mittently, for approximately the same length of time, Observations were made from 
an estimated range of four (4) to thirty (30) miles. An MG-12 Fire omke rol Syst 


a2 Lin 


was utilized on ground navigation range with identification of a 5=52 aircraft ; 


a ee 1. 


and 

a tanker type aircraft. The er) was switched from normal (ranze of thirty (3 0) 

miles) to ground (range of 200 miles) resulting in negative contact with the 
object. «after tne visual BAe was made by the F-S9J crew, it was assumed that 

the 

Vehe 


object observed the *-59J because at this time the object made an eischty (£0) 


| degree rizht turn and climbed, at speeds greater than the capability of the F+&9J, 
and disaopeared into the horizon. 
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ORIGINATING AGENCY 
Det 5, 1006th AISS 
Geiger Field, Spokane, Wash, D5=2=59 ee Oe 

UNIDENTT FIED FLYING OBJitCT 


SOURCE: The crew of the F=89J, call sisn, "BOANDPIPE 27". 


Le ‘DESCRIPTION OF A0}0 


II, RELIABILITY OF SOURCE: The pilot and radar observer appeared to be well 
jorained for tneir respective duties, Excellent coordination was demonstrate 
between the F+89J crew and the GCi controller. Jt mist be noted that an inter- 
ceptor crew maintains very few records during flight and for this reason the 
times and Locations mentioned within this revort are estimates or position 
ireports from the GCI controllers loz. Both officers were sincere in answering 
questions and did not make hasty estimates where a possibility of error existed, 


Til. isDENTLFIED FLYING OsJeCT 


ile The following named crew members of "BOARDPIPE 27" were interviewed 
fat MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASE, MONTANA on 31 March 1959. 


NAMES RAK ALON RATING HOUHS RAC RRL ENG Gis 
BOND, AUSTIN. H, LFLt A03080L9L Pilot 589 33 Months 
; / 7 


ABSRNATHY, CHARLES GC. JR. 1/it 403067393 Radar Observer 425 31 Months 


2. The following named Duty GCI Controller ("CANADIAN CLUS") was in- 
terviewed at. MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASL, MONTANA on 31 March 1959 


NAM RANK ASN RATING HOURS  EXPERIWNCE 
MURRAY, RONALD S. 1/Lt 273 58A Pilot A'75 31 Months 
GCL Director i Months 


3, "BO \ROPIPE 27" was participating in a "SCRAMBLE” in an effort to 
identify an object apparently trailing / Be52 into the NORTHERN ADIZ. This 
"SCPAMBLE" was directed by “CANADIAN CLUB” (4,731N-11110W) on 26 March 1959 Zulu 
with the following events occurring in he ome order, 


02582 NCANADIAN CLUB" received a call from a B52, call sign “OUTCOME 15", 
stating that an object had been behind him for the past fifteen (15) 
minutes without any identification. "CUTCOME 15" was advised to call 
"CANADIAN CLUB" if object continued to follow him into the NORTHERN ADIZ. 


: O30L2Z "OUTCOMs L5" informed "CANADIAN CLUB" that the odject had followed him 
: through the NORTHERN ADIZ. Object was at 32,000 ft with an estimated 
speed of 410 kts, 
0305Z "CANADIAN CLUB" was unable to locate the object on radar, A "SCRAMBLE" 
of "SUARDPIPE 27" to 32,000 ft with a heading of 360 degrees was ordered, 


10310Z “BOARDPIPE 27" airborne, 


03112 "CANADIAN CLUB" called "Jisos#" GCI (4850N1.09 5 501) in rezards to aircraft 
in the area, "JioSe" oars hy a FPS-—8 type radar, with one scope in 
operation, reported negative aircraft, 


10313Z dtadar observer on "SOARDPIP: a7" during climb out, picked up an aircraft 


landing at MALMSTROM AIR ®fORCE BASIL, MONTANA on his sc ODOR.» 
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| 03152 “BOARDPLPE 27" reported at 30, 000 ft, heading 350 degrees, at a speed 
o78 mach, "CANADIAN CLUB" advised "BOARDPIPE 27" to ‘chance neading to | 
350 degrees for a sixty (40) degree beam attack, | 


| 
D5m2—59 : 


O3192 Radar obse ryver on "SOARDPIPE 27" using ground range, made radar contact 
with "CUTCOMS 15" and a refueling tanker at approximately fifty-five (55) 
miles. As tne object was to rear of bm52, the radar observer chan: zed t 


4 


| 
normal range radar in an attempt to locate the object. : | 


| 03212 "OUTCOME 15" reported to "CANADLAN CLUB" that "BOARDPIPE 27" was at sixty 
(60) degrees astern of tail, 


O5242 "OUTCOMS 15" reported to "CANADIAN CLUB" that "BOARDPIPE 27" and the 
object were merging on the radar scope at a range of 8,000 yards. 


al 
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03254 "CANAVLAN CLUB" relayed to " os ARDPIPE 27" that he and the object were 
merging on the scope of "OUTCOME 15". 


O325% Pilot of "BOARDPIPE 27" revorted visual contact with the object noting 
the following: 


a, Object was forty (40) desrees right at approximately twenty (20) miled, 


db. Red and green blinking running lights. These lights were estimated 
to be thirty (30) to forty (40) feet apart. 


c¢. A Steady white lisht assumed to be the tail light was seen between 
the red and green running “—e gehts. This light appeared to be slichtly 
to the rear of the red and green running Lichts, 


d, arrangement of tne observed lights indicated to t 
PIPs 27" that the object was delta or of swept wing tyne. 

O326Z "CANADIAN CLUB" gave “BOARDPIPS 27" permission to make his identification 
run. "CANADIAN CLUB" also reported negative radar contact with the 
object. "SUARDPIPs 27" reduced speed to avoid overrunning the object. At 
this time "OOARLPIP2s 27" traveling at .78 mach, heading of 310 degrees, 
at an altitude of 30,500 ft, had running lights displayed. and was estimatcd 
at LS20Ne112,0W. 


03528Z The nilot of "SOARDPIPE 27" estimated he had closed to four (/..) miles of | 
the ooject. * 1S assumed that the object observed "BOARDPIPE 27" as tne 
object changed heading of 270 degrees to 350 degrees and increased speed 
and becan to climb, "BCARDPIPE 27" changed heading to 350 decrees and 


increased to maximum speed, 

O329% Radar ooserver of "SCARDPIPE 27" observed a white pink glow believed to 
be the tailpipe of an afterburner of a jet, From the position of the 
radar observer, no sighting of the running lights was made. 


03502 The pilot of "EOARDPIPE 27", heading at 350 degrees, estimated object to 


be five (5) degrees in elevetion at a range of approximately thirty (30} 
miles on a heading of 350 derrees, 


03322 Pilot ef “BOARDPIPE 27" cave chase to the limits of the P89.) (4.3, 500 i, 
at a speed of .&4 mach) with the object ; Ca: aemoeanagael away . 
ESSer eas 
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0342Z “CANADIAN CLUB" advised "BOARDPIPE 27" to break off pursuit as the object] 7 


had disappeared from sight. Position of "BOARDPIPE 27" was 4950N<=113001/.] \ 
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03522 "BOARDPIPE 27" overheard the following garbled message from CALGARY RADIC 


(5107N-11401W): "CALGARY _ ADVISES ___ (Numbers) _____ ‘TO 
CHANGS TO CHANNEL Te ae 


O102Z "BOARDPIPE 27" overheard the following message transmitted in the blind: 
NCALGARY RADIO AND ALL FACILITIES GOING OFF THE AIR UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE" 


O4L7Z "“SOARDPIPE 27" landed at MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASS, MONTANA without makin: 
racar contact with object. 


4. COMMENTS OF INTERVIEWING OFFICIAL: The MGel2 Fire Control System 
(F-S9J) did not have any radar contacts after 0319Z 26 March 1959, An attempt 
by "CANADLAN CLUB" to check the MG-l2 radar on the return flight proved fruit-e 
less as no other aircraft were in the area, The day following the sighting, the 
| MGel2 radar was checked and found to be out of calibration. The Communications 

and alectronics Officer at the SOlst Aircraft Control and warning Squadron, 
MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASSE, NONTANA, stated that during this carticular time of 
the year, with certain weather condition ns, the FPPS-20 GCI radar has been known 
to give false or no.ainformation on the scope. The Duty CCl Director of 
"CANADIAN CLUS" stated that he contacted the EDMONTON (CANADA) MOVEMENTS AND 
IDENTIFICATION CENTER concerning traffic airborne from 0315Z to 04152 26 March 
1959. The MOVEMENTS AND IDENTIFICATION CENTER. reported no aircraft in the area 
at that time. It is tne belief of the niabehevinn Official that this was an 
aircraft of some type, based on the report by the pilot and radar observer of 
the F-89d, 
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HEADQUARTERS 
AIR DEFENSE COMMAND 
UNITED STATES AIP FORCE 

ENT AIR FORCE BASE, COLORADO 


EXTLOOD TD 
arn Pa 7 hehe 
SUBJECT: (U) Analysis of UFO Report 
TO: Commander Tia > eae a 
Air Technical Intelligence Center ar Say x a 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Dase OA UR ae! Ge 
Ohio AFR Aoy y Fre J+ 


~ ¢ r 
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TEL: MELROSE 2-5511 


1. Your attention is invited to SSCRET message Adenty 


from SOist ACWRON dated 23 March 1959, Cite No. OPS 
i3i4, The analysis, comments and questions raised by 
various staff ageacies at this headquarters are for- 
warded for your infcrmation and revicy. 


a. "A theory held by personnel of this 
Directorate is that the UFO could have been an air- 
craft with radar absorbent palnt. Due to the air- 
craft's position in relation to the B-52, jet engines 
could have given the radar return waica was picked up 
by the B-52." (ADC {ntelligence comment) 


b. “Consideration should be given to Canadian 
C¥-100 or U.S. U-2. Uither aircraft should have re- 
flected well on the FrPs-20 at SH-147 unless the power 
out-put was well below normal." (ADC Operations con- 
ment) 


c. "The development of radar absorbent maite- 
rials has been coing on for a mumber of years with only 
limited success. As of 1957, a honey-combd material 
showed the greatest promise. This material can be 
used as a coating or, in some cases, Gs part of the 
structure to be camouflaged. However, it is only e?- 
feetive from 2500 to 13,000 megacycles and at the lower 
frequency the required thickness becomes prohibitive 
{one inch). To go down to 1300 MCs the thickness must 
be increased by a factor of two, The thicker material 
is ill-adapted to complex shapes and cannot be flown 
at high mack or througa weather. 


"Since the UFO demonstrated a hich perfor- 
manca and was palnted by a high frequency radar, some 
douot is cast on the creditabllity of the radar absorbent 
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ADODI-3B, Hq ADC, Subj: (VU) Analysis of UFO Report 


theory. There is, however, the possibllity that a major 
break-through has been made in the field of radar absor~ 
beat materiais since 1957. The returns to the higa- 
frequency radar could then have been due to srequency 
sensitive materials having been used or mersly returns 
from uncoated portions of the aircraft - such as the 
inside of the engine nacelies. 


"Reference basic message. Answers to 
these additional questions would be most helpful to a 
complete analysis. 


(1) Did the FPS-20 "skin-paint" the F-3s9 
during the identification Interception”? 


(2) Did the ground radar site attempt to 
paint the UFO by means of their FPS-65 height finder? 
Results? 


(3) Did the F-39 paint the UFO on its 
firs control radar? 


(4) Were other FPS-20 radars in the area 
contacted for possible track information?” (ADC Com- 
munications and Electronics comment) 


2. In view of the fact that this sighting suggests 
aA possibility of a different type of threat to the 
Continental United States, request this Headquarters, 
ATTN: ADODI, be advised of your final analysis regard- 
ing this sighting. 


FOR THE COMMANDER: 


DOUGLASS .W. EISEMAN 
Colonel, USAF - 
Director of Intelligence 


SUBJECT: Request for Evaluation \ 

O: AFOIN-4E4 FROM: AFCIN-4EL DATE: 13 vay N YA SOMMENT NR. 2 
AFCIN-4ela/W. id. Picklesimer/ je 
74201/Blag 828/Rm 241 


| 


Subject UFO appears to have attributes of a normal aircraft both in speed 
and maneuverability. There is no information in the report which would indicate 
any other type of airborne vehicle such as a balloon. Neither does the informaticn 
indicate anomolous propagation, weather phenomena, or equipment.malfunction, Hence, 


no satisfactory explanation can be offered from a radar equipment stendpoint. 


_ f r ee st 
Inel GORDON C. HOF#'MAN 
w/d /<’* Golonel, USAF 
AFCIN-45 
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ae 
pe ‘F CITES ops 1514. SUBJECT UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT. | 


TAW AFR 239-2, THE FOLLOWING REPORT IS SUBMITTED. PARA i. DESCRIPTION? 
(4) DESCRIPTION-APPEARED TO BE A MEDIUM SIZED ACFT OF RELATIVELY HIGH | 
vif | 


PERFORMANCE. SPEED IN EXCESS OF 9.8 MACH, ALTITUDE ABOVE 435 THOUSAND 
FEET, WITH A CONSIDERABLE ACCELERATION ee HE OBJECT APPEARED 


TO USE AFTERBURNER» SUB PARA A NEGATIVE B COMPARABLE IN SIZE TOA +; 

B57 € NEGATIVE D NEGATIVE E NON APPLICABLE~41 ONLY FOXTROT ' 
CONVENTIONAL RED AND GREEN RUNNING LIGHTS, SET IN BRIGHT-FLASH YL kind | 
POSITION, G 3 OR MORE AFTERBURNERS, INTIATED DURING INTERCEPTION F. 

H NON APPLICABLE (2) COURSE-OBJECT YAS FOLLOWING A USAF B52 COUTCOM 
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45, SR-CAd DURING HIS REFUELING MISSION, AND PENETRATED ADIX NORTH 
OF HAVRE, MONTANA ON A HEADING OF 31323 IN TRAIL FORMATION OF i214 
YHOUSAND TO 25 THOUSAND YARDS BEHIND THE B52. (A) ADC RADAR SITE 
Si-247, GREAT FALLS MONTANA, WAS ENGAGED IN PASSIVE FLIGHT FOLLOWING 
WITH USAF B-52 OUTCOME 15, AND WAS CARRYING SAME WITHIN THE SYSTEM 

AS A SMOKE RING CA TRACK, ENGAGED IN A REFUELING MISSION. THE PILOT OF 
OUTCOME 15 CALLED SM-2473 THE GCI COMMON FREQUENCY AND ADVISED HIME 
THAT A PQUOTE CHICKEN UNQUOTE HAD BEEN FOLLOWING HIM FOR THE PAST 

15 MINUTES, AND REQUESTED THAT WE ATTEMPT TO FIND OUT WNO IT WASe 

WE REPLIED THAT WE HAD NO INTERCEPTORS IN THE AREA WHO WERE AIRBORNE, 
OUTCOME 45 WAS REQUESTED TO CALL SM~-4247 IF HE CTHE B52) PENETRATED 
THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF THE ADIX WITH THE STRANGER STILL ON HIS TAIL. 
HE REPLIED THAT HE WOULD, AND HIS CALL WAS RECEIVED APPROX 5 MINUTES 
LATER, AT 93932, 26 MARCH 1959 TO THE EFFECT THAT HE WAS NOW 
PENETRATING THE AD IX AND THE ACFT WAS STILL HOLDING ASTERN AT 

14 THOUSAND YARDS. (8) OBJECT FIRST OBSERVED DEAD ASTERN OF A B52 
DEFENSIVE RADAR, WHICH HAD A POSITIVE CONTACT WITH THE OBJECT. 
ALTITUDE 32 THOUSAND FEET, SPEED3 CRUISING. THE OBJECT WAS 

DEFNITELY FOLLOWING THE Be52, AND IN FACT NEGOTIATED A 79 DEGREE 
TURN TO THE RIGHT IN TRAIL WITH THE B52, WHICH MADE THIS TURNOVER 

AN IP FOR REFUELING. (C) LAST VISUAL CONTACT WITH THE OBJECT WAS BY 
THE PILOT OF THE FeS9J CINTERCEPTOR WHICH WAS SCRAMBLED ON THIS 
SJNKNOWN. PILOT STATED THAT HE (THE FSS WAS IN A MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE 
CLIMB) 299 FEET PER MINUTE) AT HIS SERVICE CEILING OF 43 THOUSAND 
FEET MSL, SPEED 9.75 MACH INDICATED, AND THAT THE OBJECT WAS HOLDING 
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PAGE THREE 
ABOUT 5-DEGREES HIGH ON H{S CANOPY, CLIMBING AWAY, AND RANGING OUT 
RAPIDLY. INTERCEPTOR PILOT WAS ORDERED TO DISCONTINUE THE CHASE WHEN | 
| THE OBJECT APPEARED TO BE ABOUT 29 MILES AWAY (THE TO THE PILOT) AND | 
STILL CLIMBING UP AND AWAYe €D) THE OBJECT OBVISOUSLY EVADED VISUAL 
INTERCEPTION BY THE F-39, AS WAS EVIDENCE BY ITS INCREASED PERFORMANCE 
AND EVASIVE MANEUVERES WHEN THE F39 GOT TO WITHIN 5 MILES OF THE 
OBJECT, CO-ALTITUDE (32 THOUSAND FEET) IN A QUARTERING STERN 
[IDENTIFICATION PASSe OBJECT HAD ALSO MANEVERED TO STAY IN TRAIL WITH 
THE BeS2 PRIOR TO F=89 INTERCEPTION. CE) DID NOT DISAPPEAR“THE OBJECT 
OUT™@PERFORMED THE INTERCEPTOR AND CLIMBED OUT OF RANGE AT A SPEED ~ 
GREATER THAN THE FSS COULD ESTABLISHe (F) OBJECT WAS REPORTED FIRST 
BY THE B-52 AS HAVING BEEN FOLLOWING HIM FOR 45 MINUTES. ANOTHER 
5 MINUTE ELASPED BEFORE THE INTERCEPTOR WAS AIRBORNE. THEN THE 
B-52 LOST CONTACT WITH THE OBJECT FOR ABOUT 3 MINUTES. FOR THE NEXT 
29 MINUTES, DURING WHICH THE IDENTIFICATION INTERCEPT WAS BEING 
CONDUCTED, THE OBJECT WAS HOLDING 8 THOUSAND YARDS BEHIND THE B-52, 
FINALLY, THE F-39 CONDUCTED A STERN CHASE ON THE OBJECT, WHICH HAD 
DEVERTED ITS COURSE FROM THE B-52 AND ITS TANKER AND HEADED 353 
PEGREES, FOR ABOUT 1419 MINUTES BEFORE GIVING IT UP. TOTAL TIME : 
IN RADAR CONTACTs 59 MINUTESs TOTAL TIME IN VISUAL CONTACT 53 
MINUTESe TOTAL TIME IN ANY CONTACTS 6% MINUTES. (3) MANNER OF | 
OBSEVATTION WAS ELECTRONIC AND VISUALe ELECTRONIC OBERSVATION WAS 
ACHEIVED WITH B-52 DEFENSIVE RADAR, TYPE UNKNOWN. VISUAL CONTACT WAS 
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PAGE FOUR 
BY PILOT AND R/O OF F-S9 CONDUCTING ID INTERCEPT. (8) NON APPLICABLE 
(C) SIGHTING WAS MADE BY 2 ACFT$ (141) USAF B-52, CALLING OUTCOME 

i5, ALTITUDE 32 THOUSAND FEET, HEADING SOUTH TOWARD ADIX NORTH OF 
HAVRE MONTANA, THEN HEADING EST ON A 239 TRACK FROM SOUTH OF HAVRE 
TO SOUTH OF CUTBANK, MONTANA, HAVING DESCENDED DURING THE TURN TO 
39 THOUSAND FEET. MISSIONS REFUELING. HOME BASE: 92 BOMB WING, 
FAIRCHILD AFB, SPOKANE, WASHINGTON. (2) USAF F-39J, CALL SIGN 

BOARD PIPE 27, FIRST LT (PILOT) AUSTIN BOND, 29 FIGHTER INTERCEPTOR 
SQUADRON, MALMSTROM AFB, GREAT FALLS, MONTANA AND RADAR OBSERVER 
FL2ST LT CHARLES ABERNATHYM SAME ORGANIZATION, INTERCEPTOR SIGHTED 
OBJECT 45 DEGREES TO HIS RIGHT, LEVEL, ABOUT 29 MILES DISTANT WHILE 
HE (F<39) WAS ON A HEADING OF 319 DEGREES. F-89 TURNED RIGHT TO 

354 AND PURSUED THE OBJECT, CLIMBING FROM 34 THOUSAND FEET TO 
ULTIMATE ALTITUDE OF 43 THOUSAND FEET. SPEED: 9.34 MACH INDICATED 
AT 32 THOUSAND FEET MSL, DECRESING TO 9.75 MACH AT 43 THOUSAND FEET 
MSL. (4) TIME AND DATES FIRST REPORT BY B-523 02532, 25 MARCH 19597 
(B) NIGHT-CLEAR (5) GEORF POSTION OF B-52 WHEN FIRST SIGHTING 
REPORTED (OBJECT HAD BEEN FOLLIWING HIME FOR ABOUT 15 MINUTES AT 
THIS TIME) E 3343 GEOREF POSTION OF INTERCEPTOR WHEN FIRST VISUAL 
SIGHTING REPORTED TO ADC RADAR DIRECTOR, AFTER WHICH A STERN CHASE 
ON A HEADING OF 359 DEGREES (MAGNETIC) AT SPEEDS BETWEEN 3.34 AND 
3.75 MACH ENSURED. EKHD 2959 (6) B-52 PILOT: JOHN W JACKSON, 

CPAT, AO 9315439 92 BOMB WING, FAIRCHILD AFB, SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, 


PAGE FIVE | 

PILOT. RELIABLE F-89 PILOT: 12 LT AUSTIN E BOND, 29 FIGHTER INTERCEPTOR 

SQ, MALMSTROM AFB, MONTANA. RELIABLE F-SS RADAR OBSERVER, 1 LT CHARLIE C 

ABERNATHY, 29 FIS, AFB, MONTANAs ADC RADAR SENIOR DIRECTOR, WHO 

CONDUCTED ID INTERCEPT: 121 LT RONALD S MURRAY, 27358A, 591 ACFT CONTROL 

AND WARNING SQ, MALMSTROM AFB, GREAT FALLS, MONTANAe RELIABLE. (7) 

A. WEATHER WAS CLEAR, VISIBLITY 25 MILES. Be NONE APPLICABLE-WINDS 

AT ALTITUDE DURING INTERCEPTION, 34@ MAGNETIC, 43 KNOTSe Ce CEILING= 

CLEARe De VISIBLITY-25 MILES» AIR TO AIR VISIBILITY UNLIMITED. 

Ee NONE Fe NONE €8) NONE €9) 14 FrSSJ SCRAMBLED AT 03392 ON THE 

3~52, 3 INTERCEPT WAS PLANNED FOR A 6 DEGREE BEAM VISUAL IDENTIFICATION 

ATTACK, 21090 FEET LOW, WITH PLANNED 29 THOUSAND YARDS LAG 

DESPLACEMENT SO AS TO ENGAGE THE OBJECT IN TRAIL WITH THE BeSe2,. 

RADAR RETURNS FROM THE OBJECT WERE NOT AVAIL, SO THE INTERCEPT 

WAS PLANNED ON THE B52, WHICH WAS PAINTING CLEARLY. INTERCEPT 
ISCONTINUED WHEN THE OBJECT CLIMBED OUT OF RANGE AFTER A 22 MINUTE 

STERN CHASE BY THE F&S9. (312) THERE WERE 2 ACFT IN THE AREA AT THE 


& OF THE SIGHTING OTHER THAN THE INTERCEPTOR WHO WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 
SCRAMBLED. THESE ACFT WERE THE B=52 WHO CALLED THE OBJECTS FIRST 
SIGHTING, AND THE KCw235 WHO WAS TO RENDEZVOUS WITH THIS B52. 


me JEVERTEL S COURSE FROM THE B-52 AND ITS TANKER AND HEADED 352 
DEGREES, FOR ABOUT 19 MINUTES BEFORE GIVING IT UP. TOTAL TIME 

TN RADAR CONTACTS 53 MINUTES: TOTAL TIME IN VISUAL CONTACT 5 

MINUTES~« TOTAL TIME IN ANY CONTACT’ 68 MINUTES. (5) MANNER OF 

OBSEVATTION WAS ELECTRONIC AND VISUAL. ELECTRONIC OBERSYATION WAS 

ACHEIVED WITH B-52 DEFENSIVE RADAR, TYPE UNKNOWN. VISUAL CONTACT WAS 


PAGE FOUR ae 
BY PILOT AND R/O OF F-89 CONDUCTING ID INTERCEPT. (B) NON APPLICABLE 

(C) SIGHTING WAS MADE BY 2 ACFTs (1) USAF B-52, CALLING OUTCOME 

45, ALTITUDE 32 THOUSAND FEET, HEADING SOUTH TOWARD ADIX NORTH OF 

HAVRE MONTANA, THEN HEADING EST ON A 239 TRACK FROM SOUTH OF HAVRE 

TO SOUTH OF CUTBANK, MONTANA, HAVING DESCENDED DURING THE TURN TO 

39 THOUSAND FEET. MISSIONS REFUELING. HOME BASEs 92 BOMB WING, 

FAIRCHILD AFB, SPOKANE, WASHINGTON. (2) USAF F393, CALL SIGN 

BOARD PIPE 27, FIRST LT (PILOT) AUSTIN BOND, 29 FIGHTER INTERCEPTOR 

SQUADRON, MALMSTROM AFB, GREAT FALLS, MONTANA AND RADAR OBSERVER 

FIRST LT CHARLES ABERNATHYM SAME ORGANIZATION. INTERCEPTOR SIGHTED 

OBJECT 45 DEGREES TO HIS RIGHT, LEVEL, ABOUT 20 MILES DISTANT WHILE | 
He (F-S9) WAS ON A HEADING OF 319 DEGREES. F-S89 TURNED RIGHT TO ; 
35@ AND PURSUED THE OBJECT, CLIMBING FROM 31 THOUSAND FEET TO t 4 
ULTIMATE ALTITUDE OF 43 THOUSAND FEET. SPEED: 9.84 MACH INDICATED 

AT 32 THOUSAND FEET MSL, DECRESING TO 9.75 MACH AT 43 THOUSAND FEET 
MSLe €4) TIME AND DATES FIRST REPORT BY B-523 92532, 26 MARCH 19547 (re 
(3) NIGHT-CLEAR (5) GEORF POSTION OF B-52 WHEN FIRST SIGHTING | 
PEPORTED (OBJECT HAD BEEN FOLLIWING HIME FOR ABOUT 15 MINUTES AT 

THIS TIME) E 3949 GEOREF POSTION OF INTERCEPTOR WHEN FIRST VISUAL 

SIGHTING REPORTED TO ADC RADAR DIRECTOR, AFTER WHICH A STERN CHASE 

ON A HEADING OF 35% DEGREES (MAGNETIC) AT SPEEDS BETWEEN 0.34 AND 

3.75 MACH ENSURED. EKHD 2959 (6) B=52 PILOTs JOHN YW JACKSON, 

CPAT, AO 9815439 92 BOMB WING, FAIRCHILD AFB, SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, 
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PILOT. RELIABLE F-S9 PILOT: 1 LT AUSTIN E BOND, 29 FIGHTER INTERCEPTOR 

Sa, MALMSTROM AFB, MONTANA, RELIABLE F-89 RADAR OBSERVER, 2 LT CHARLIE C 

ABERNATHY, 29 FIS, AFS, MONTANAs ADC RADAR SENIOR DIRECTOR, ‘WHO 
CONDUCTED ID INTERCEPT: 1 LT RONALD $ MURRAY, 27353A, S31 ACFT CONTROL 
AND WARNING $Q, MALMSTROM AFB, GREAT FALLS, MONTANA» RELIABLE. (7) 

A. WEATHER WAS CLEAR, VISIBLITY 23 MILES. Be NONE APPLICABLE-WINDS 

AT ALTITUDE DURING INTERCEPTION, 349 MACNETIC, 49 KNOTS. Ce CEILING~ 

CLEAR» D, VISIBLITY-25 MILES. AIR TO AIR VISIBILITY UNLIMITED. 

E, NONE F, NONE (8) NONE (9) 4 F=89J SCRAMBLED AT 93192 ON THE 

B=52, $ INTERCEPT WAS PLANNED FOR A 6 DEGREE BEAM VISUAL IDENTIFICATION 

ATTACK, 2900 FEET LOW, WITH PLANNED 19 THOUSAND YARDS LAG 

DESPLACEMENT $0 AS TO ENGAGE THE OBJECT IN TRAIL WITH THE B52. 

RADAR RETURNS FROM THE OBJECT WERE NOT AVAIL, SO THE INTERCEPT 

WAS PLANNED ON THE B52, WHICH WAS PAINTING CLEARLY. INTERCEPT 

DISCONTINUED WHEN THE OBJECT CLIMBED OUT OF RANGE AFTER A 29 MINUTE 

STERN CHASE BY THE F89. (49) THERE WERE 2 ACFT IN THE AREA AT THE 

TIME OF THE SIGHTING OTHER THAN THE INTERCEPTOR WHO WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 

SCRAMBLED. THESE ACFT WERE THE BeS2 WHO CALLED THE OBJECTS FIRST 

SIGHTING, AND THE KC-235 WHO WAS TO RENDEZVOUS WITH THIS B-52. 

30TH ACFT WERE POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED BY ADC RADAR, AND WERE BEING 

CARRIED IN THE SYSTEM. (41) PREPARING OFFICERS 1 LT RONALD S MURRAY, 

USAF 27358A, SENIOR DIRECTOR ON DUTY DURING THE INTERCEPT BEING 

DISCUSSED. DUTY DIRECTOR ASSIGNED TO THE 89% ACY $0, AFB, MONTANA. 

PROBABLE CAUSE OF INCIDENT WAS A HIGH PERFORMANCE FIGHTER INTERCEPTOR OF 

UNKNOWN ORIGIN. NOTES THE PILOT OF THE B-S2 TRANSMITTED THE FACT 

THAT HE WAS BEING LOCKED ONTO BY THIS OBJECT WHO WAS IN TRAIL WITH HI™. 
=DMONTON CENTER WAS CONTACTED As TO THE DISPOSITION OF ANY RCAF JET 
TRAFFIC AIRBORNE DURING THE PERIOD 1 HOUR BEFORE AND 39 MINUTFS 

<FTER THE TIME OF THE INTERCEPT=JETS AIRBORNE FROM THE FOLLOWING 

2CAF BASES COLD KAKE NEMAO LINCOLN PARK. EDMONTON ADVISED THAT NO 

JET TRAFFIC WAS AIRBORNE AT THIS TIME. THEF-222 sq AT GEIGER AFB, 
*POKANE WAS CONTACTED THE SANE VEIN, AND NO Fe2£@2 TRAFFIC WAS 

AIRBORNE IN THE AREA AT THE TIME. NO FIGHTERS FROM MALMSTROM WERE 

AIRBORNE OTHER THAN THE F*89 SCRAMBLE. (42) NON APPLICABLE. 
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REF MSG OPS 131), DID 23 MAR 59, FROM 801 ACGWRON CONCERNING AN UFO 
SIGHTING OVER NORTHERN MONTANA, AND OUR TELEPHONE CALL TO YOUR AQ 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 


I CouNTRY OR AREA REPORT CONCERNS [DATE OF INFORMATION 
USA = CANADA | J ee ee So Zale ot | 
PACTIVITY SUBMITTING REPCRT DATE OF COLLECTION SRI STATUS (iE a applicable) 
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Unidentified Flying Cbject 


| SUMMARY (Give summary which highlights the salient factors of narrative report. . Begin narrative text on AF Form ti20. 


unless report can be fully stated on AF Form 312. List inclosures, including number of copies) 


Ie SUMMARY: This report contains information abcut en Unidentified Flying 
Ob gees (UFO) observation on 26 March 1959 Zulu. The observation was made by a 
52 aircraft commander and his crew while flying on a HEADSTART II type mission. 


) The B52 aircraft was flying at 32,000 ft on a southerly heading when contrails 


‘}}was Launched at the time UFO penetrated Northern ADIZ. Soon after tall ; 
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AF i / “4g 112 PEPLACES AF FOnm 117° Sam 


were sighted slightly above and to the west of the B-52,. The contrails proceded 
northward and out of sight. Within a short period of time (aporoximately four (4) 
minutes), the tail gunner picked up an object on his scope, The object was also 
detected by the Electronics Warfare Officer (EwWO) and two (2) radar frequencies 
were determined as being utilized by the UFO. The UFO was maintained on the MB-9 


/ scope for approximately one (1) hour at ranges of 8,000 to 15,000 yards. A ground} 


GCI station was notified upon initial contact with the UFO and an F-89 Interceptor] 
unmner 


a! 


picked up F-89 on scope, the UFO moved off to the rear of the scope and disappeared, 
II, DISTRIBUTION: USAF only. 
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UNIDENT TFIRD FLYING CRJECT 
I. DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE: The crew of the B+52, call sign, "CUTOOME 15", | 
= a e - | 
Ii. HELIASILITY OF SOURCE: All the crew members of "CUTCOME 15" appeared | 
to be highly observant, well trained in their duties and very intelligent in : | 
their specific fields. They made no suonositions and for the most part answered ! 
questions based only on the finding 5 of their electronics rear where applicable, | 
Til, UNiDsNTIF IZOD FLYING OBJCT 
l. The following named crew members of "CUICOME 15" were interviewed | | 
at FAIRCHILD. AIR FORCE BASE (4737N=117370), Wa \SHINGTON, on 31 March 1959. | 
PT JACKSON, JOHN WwW, AOS1.5489 Aircraft Commander | 
CAPT BOK » AAY H. A0#06389 Co=-pilot 
np PAGE, WALDO KM. 22602A Navigator ) | 
CAPT FERRIAN, ROBART J. L5131A Radar | 
L/LT MILLARD, ROBERT J. SUL26hA EWO . 
TSGT COBBS, JCE (MMI) AFP 16335234 Tail Gunner 
Ze 'COMs 15" was participating in a HEAUSTART JI MISSION and after 
flying oa es qty es turned to a southerly heading. Position reports 


were made to SASKATOON RADIO (5200N-10645W). 


3. At 0236252 "CUTOOME 15" was flying at 32,000 ft, vosition 5100N- 
LOSOOW, under VFR conditions, An object, trailing intermittent, thin and non- 
persistent contrails and be i dewed to be an aircraft, was sighted in the two (2) | 
o'clock position flying in 4 northerly direction, In cont trast, MOUTCOME 15" 
was laying readily visible and persistent contrails even though it aopeared that 
the object was at a higher altitude, The contrail patterns left by the object 
pave no clue to the number of envines, The path of the object was in the after-) 
glow of the sunset and no lizhts were discernible, The tail gunner observed, 
that the object cont =ied in a RORNersy Carentan wat ail Slight variations in i 

* 


Snaandll. 

A. At 0241262 the tail gunner made the first electronic contact witt 
an object on the scope of a MBRe9, At this time "OUTCOMS 15" was flying ata 
true airspeed of 375 kts and the object was following at 8,000 yards. 


De OUTCOME 15" called "CANADIAN CLUB" CONTROL CENTER (4731N-11110.) 
at O2452Z anc baer that an object was trailing them, "CANADIAN CLUB" stated 
ey would launch an interceptor if the object was still with them when 
they penetrated the NORTHERN ADIZ to the states. As "OUTCOME 15" passed S.irT : 
CURRENT RADIC (5030N-lLOSCOW), SWIFT CURRENT RADIO was queried wnether or not a ! 
fighter was in the area. The reply was affirmative, however, the fichter was | | 
east of SWIFT CURRENT, | 
6. The EWO detected the object on the noseetail warning system (AN/ 
| AP354) soon after notification by the tail cunner, and at 030627 detected the 
: object on the AN-APR-9. The object was determined to have radar operating on | | 
9135 megacycles. The object's radar never locked on "CUTCOMs L5" but 3 =} 
sweeping with approximately one (1) second sweep frequency, The frequency tond-| 
ed to oscillate from one (1) sween to the next but still maintained the 9135 | 
mecacycles, The Hw maintained contact with object for approximately Leeey 
(20) minutes. The EWO then dialed to search other a poe 
5135 megacyeLon, the object was cone, ; : 
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7. Near HAVRE (4830N-<11000W) MONTANA, "OCUTCOME 15" changed course 
from a southerly heading to a westerly heading. The airspeed was increased fron] 
375 kts to 420 kts and the altitude gortey yh from 32,000 ft to 31,000 ft in 
order to facilitate a refueling near CUTBANK (1,83 5N=1131,0) |) MONTANA, At this 
time, the tail gunner observed on the ! ‘Bad, that the object had fallen back to 
15,000 yards, The object then pulled up to 10,900 yards, paused aenantarliy, 
shen closed to 8,000 yards. 
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Se "OUTCOME 15" passed CUTBANK, MONTANA at 0326Z and beran final 
closure with the tanker for a rendezvous at approximately 03372. 


9. At 03362 the EWO again made contact with the odject but on 9130 
megacycles. Contact was maintained for a period of about five (5) minutes, then 


it was permanently lost. The object's Pulse Re-occurrence Frequency was esti- 
Inated to be 2500. : 


10, It was during this period of time, as "OUTCOME 15" was closing 
with the tanker, that the tail gunner observed the F-89 approaching the object 
on the scope. The F=89 was at 6 »OOO yards and the odject was at 8000 yards ° 
when the object turned to the rear and disappeared. It was difficult for the 
tail gunner to follow the activity from this point on as "OUTCOME 15" was turn- 
ing on to the tanker. Up to this point the tail sunner had maintained con- 
tinuous contact with the object. The tail sunner believed the object created 
a larger return on the scope of the MB-9 than was normal for 2 fighter. During 
the period time that both the object and the F-89 were painted on the MB-9, the 
object was giving a larger return than the F-89, 


11. Throughout the encounter with the object, "OUTCOME 15" was squawk=| 
ing Mode 1 on IFF, 
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